


 Thanks to ancestors for their vision, hard work, and 
talents in creating the Hall 

 Thanks to Elsie Thomas, Otho Thompson, and others 
from Martinsburg  

 Thanks to Heritage Montgomery and others, especially 
Sarah Rogers 

 

 



 Gwen Reese and Suzanne Johnson from Sugarland, 
Nanette Hunter from Boyd’s  

 Gail Rothrock 

 Lemuel Graham, Evelyn Herbert, John Thompson, and 
others in Martinsburg who informed and inspired my 
work in history 

 

 

 

 



History is travel  

through time  and place  





 Book 

 People, Stories, Oral History  

 Places: Buildings, Landscapes, Cemeteries  

 Historical photographs 

 Maps and site plans 

 Artifacts 

 Music  

 Foodways (Heritage Cookbook) 
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Montgomery Co.  Residents Contribute Photographs  















John Peters, grandfather to Jones family  





 

 Bob Stanton, Director of U. S. Park Service during 
Clinton’s administration: 

 “If you don’t tell them, they won’t know.”  

 

 Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

 “He who controls my mind controls my body. He who 
controls my history controls my mind.” 
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Florence Peters Graham, 
daughter of John Peters 



Lemuel Graham, veteran 
of World War I  







 Scott Bell built Warren 
M.E. Church, 1903 

 Community benefit 
society headquartered in 
Richmond with chapters 
in Maryland, even MS 

 Insurance, burials, 
orphans, widows 

 Center for dances, plays, 
meetings, etc.  























Traditional Practices: Hog Killing and Butchering, 
Homestead Farm, gift of Anne Allnutt. Her father.  
  



















 Look around you today 

 Where did names come from? 

 History is around you 

 The community foundation remains 

 How might you help preserve this history for the 
future?  



 Community Center 

 Education 

 Heritage Tourism 

 Family Reunions 

 Public Programs 

 Thanks to All  

 

 





QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION  







 1. Choose a name for yourself 

 2. Get legally married. To whom?  

 3. Buy land and build a house  

 4. Establish a church so you could worship freely as you 
wished. No more “stealing away” to pray and worship 

    5.  Establish a school  to free your mind 

 6. Establish a community of family and friends 

 7. Devise strategies of self-sufficiency, agency, and self 
esteem amidst a Jim Crow environment 
 

 

 



 

The questions they face and they answer can be 
compared to questions immigrants face in America over 
time, even today. 

 

Are different but also similar, offering teachable 
moments  

 

Could enhance cross-racial and cross-cultural 
understanding and tolerance  
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 sh my manuscript  

 School programs, K_12; undergrad and grad schools 

 Get students and teachers to travel via history,  meet 
older people, become detectives 

 Encourage partnerships with other organizations  

 History as a Resource to promote cross-racial and 
cross-cultural understanding and tolerance  and 
respect 

 


