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Celebrating the Renovation of the Loving
Charity Hall , Warren Historic Site

Thanks to ancestors for their vision, hard work, and
talents in creating the Hall

Thanks to Elsie Thomas, Otho Thompson, and others
from Martinsburg

Thanks to Heritage Montgomery and others, especially
Sarah Rogers



Celebrating the Renovation of the Loving
Charity Hall , Warren Historic Site

Gwen Reese and Suzanne Johnson from Sugarland,
Nanette Hunter from Boyd’s

Gail Rothrock

Lemuel Graham, Evelyn Herbert, John Thompson, and
others in Martinsburg who informed and inspired my
work in history



“Travel is the enemy of prejudice”
and the path to understanding

History is travel
through time and place






Connections to History

Book

People, Stories, Oral History

Places: Buildings, Landscapes, Cemeteries
Historical photographs

Maps and site plans

Artifacts

Music

Foodways (Heritage Cookbook)
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Jones Hall Sims
House,

Jonesville, Maryland

In 1874 Erasmus Jones purchased nine acres from the
Joseph Bruner estate in Montgomery County, Maryland
This structure was one of the first homes built on't
which became Jonesville, Maryland, Eventually, Jones
residents also builta school and church nearby. By

Jonesville was oneof eight black communities in western
Montgomery COUngY: For black Marylanders, oW

s and creating comminities Were avital part of the

greater independefige







Sugarland Ethnohistory
Project Inc.

t Iarmers—lhey owned theirproperty
ve them greater control over the land and
They also directly benefited from
tich was an incentive to make Cosrtesy of the Mytand Histoveat Sociely, PRgy 1oy
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Jonesville near Poolesville in Montgomery County.
Founded soon after emancipation in early 1870s













Jones-Sims House and Martinsburg tell of that
moment of transition from slavery to the promise
of freedom and onwards
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Little to no African American Presence in
Too Many History Books

11" e
IMAG
of America

MONTGOMERY




[mportance to the Present and the
Future

Bob Stanton, Director of U. S. Park Service during
Clinton’s administration:

“If you don't tell them, they won't know.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.:

“He who controls my mind controls my body. He who
controls my history controls my mind.”



Resource for Today: My Research, Documentation,
Writings of 1978-79 for Sugarloaf Regional Trails and MD

Historical Trust
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BLACK HISTORICAL RESOURCES
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George W. McDaniel

Sugarloaf Regional Trails
July 1979

Sugarloaf Regional Trails
July 1979




My Survey Area: 13 Historical African American
Communities in Upper Western Montgomery
County
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» Martinsburg: Evelyn
Herbert and Lemuel

Graham

Portrait of Albert Thom
0 Was one of the fqo
His residence is sho

bor?
slave
Pson, Martinsburg. A former

unders of the black Comunltyt;‘;mery
WD on the Hopkins Atlas of Moninsburg’
His son Charles yag a blacksmith in Mart

Evelyn Herbert, taught school there.

9, map 2,
granddaughter,
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Lemuel Graham, Martinsburg house, an
archives of history
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Florence Peters Graham,
daughter of John Peters



Evidence: Service to Community, Nation;

Lemuel Graham, veteran
of World War |
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Martinsburg: only community in MD with 3 key
institutions still in center of community:

church, school, lodge
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~Sugarloaf Regional Trails
: July 1979
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Documented Resources

in Families and Communities: Jerusalem, Howard Lyles;
Ora McPherson Lyles
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Figure 30. Black workers at the Dickerson Stone Quarry. The man on the far rig
Bene Hallman. This is one of the few photographs of Montgomery County work scene




dents Engaged in History beyond

Get Stu
the Classroom




Contents: Methodology;
Engaged Students, Student Service Learning
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Figure 46. Taping oral histories. Clarksburg community historian Ethel Foreman (left) explains the
history of her community and family to research assistant, Karen Sewell, and to historic sites surveyor,
George McDaniel.




Photographs, Free Blacks , born 1815 and
1823. Tell More Complete Story

born in 1815 and 1823, respectively, as free
in 1814 was probably the father of this man.
Other than photographs of prominent black
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James & Caroline Spencer, Mt. Ephraim. They were
" who founded the Big Woods community
Hallman of Mt. Ephraim.

Figure 35.
blacks. The '"James Spencer
Wis granddaughter was Barbara Spencer
Tesders, there are virtually no photogrephs of 2ZCGH
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AFRICAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE COOKBOOK

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

AFRICAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE COOKBOOK

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

HERITAGE MONTGOMERY

Historical Excerpts by Dr. George McDaniel

Larkin Rogers, Chef/Curator
Sarah L. Rogers




Much More to Research and Preserve




Traditional Practices: Hog Killing and Butchering,
Homestead Farm, gift of Anne Allnutt. Her father.
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Family Bibles, Births, Marriages: Dutfin Family.
What evidence remains?













As You Travel Across Montgomery
County Now, What Evidence Remains of
These Decisions from 1865

Look around you today

Where did names come from?
History is around you

The community foundation remains

How might you help preserve this history for the
future?






You Can't Do It Alone
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History, Empathy, and Imagination: When Freedom
Came, What Would Have Been Your Priorities?

1. Choose a name for yourself
2. Get legally married. To whom?
3. Buy land and build a house

4. Establish a church so you could worship freely as you
wished. No more “stealing away” to pray and worship

5. Establish a school to free your mind
6. Establish a community of family and friends

7. Devise strategies of self-sufficiency, agency, and self
esteem amidst a Jim Crow environment



Imagination: Choices after Freedom

The questions they face and they answer can be
compared to questions immigrants face in America over
time, even today.

Are different but also similar, offering teachable
moments

Could enhance cross-racial and cross-cultural
understanding and tolerance
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Tilghman Lee sitting on his front steps with G
BLACK HISTORICAL RESOURSES IN
UPPER WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY pMAR

5eorge W. Mc Daniel author of,
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Historic Preservation Is Often More About the Future
Than the Past. History Is a Resource that Keeps on Giving

sh my manuscript
School programs, K_12; undergrad and grad schools

Get students and teachers to travel via history, meet
older people, become detectives

Encourage partnerships with other organizations

History as a Resource to promote cross-racial and
cross-cultural understanding and tolerance and
respect



