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       In Drayton Hall Stories: A Place & Its People,  readers will discover a new portrayal of this  national icon 

because it is the first book to focus on a site’s recent history using interviews with descendants (White and 

Black), architects, historians, preservationists, educators, tourism professionals, and more.  Like a mosaic, each 

interview combines with others to create a compelling picture, revealing never-before-shared family 

moments, major decisions in preservation and site stewardship, and pioneering efforts to transform  a former 

plantation into a site for understanding and racial conciliation.  Readers will come to see Drayton Hall’s people 

not as stereotypes, but as the real people they were — and are.  

       While these stories center on Drayton Hall, the approach used is universal to any place. That’s why the 

author provides a how-to guide, maps, photos, lines of descent, and a related website, all designed to provide 

clear and actionable blueprints for readers who want to bring a similar project to life in their communities.     

Author George W. McDaniel served as Drayton Hall’s Executive Director for over 25 years. Today, he is the 
President of McDaniel Consulting, LLC, a strategy firm that helps organizations use history to build bridges to 
its broader constituents. mcdanielconsulting.net/drayton-hall-book/ 

“We hope that our 
contributions will enhance the 
understanding of our shared 
heritage.” — Molly Drayton 
Osteen, Anne Drayton Nelson, 
Charles (Chad) H. Drayton,  
and Frank B.  Drayton Jr. “As African American 

descendants, we believe this 
book honors our ancestors.    
May we all come to the 
table.” — Catherine Braxton 
and Rebecca Campbell 

The First Book of Its Kind in the Nation! 

“This book conveys Drayton 
Hall’s magic.” — Helen Hill, 
CEO, Explore Charleston  
(Convention & Visitors Bureau) 

“A remarkable narrative of 
one of America’s most 
significant historic places.” 
— Brent D. Glass, Director 
Emeritus, National 
Museum of American 
History, The  Smithsonian  
Institution 

“McDaniel has helped bring 
this amazing place to life.” 
— Paul Edmondson, 
President, National Trust for 
Historic Preservation 

“Drayton Hall Stories is 
compelling.  — Joseph McGill 
Jr., Founder and Executive 
Director, The Slave Dwelling 
Project 
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MORE PRAISE FOR DRAYTON HALL STORIES 

 
 

 
 “Diverse contributors provide unique perspectives on Drayton Hall’s ‘Recent History’ and shed invaluable 
light on historic preservation and the many ways we can learn from our past.” 
                                                                        — Carter C. Hudgins, President and CEO, Drayton Hall Preservation Trust 

 
 
 “Hear in these interviews the voice of a healer. Blacks made easy to talk about a painful past; Whites 
persuaded that everybody’s history makes better history. McDaniel finds common ground at Drayton Hall, a 
place for all.”                          — Cary Carson, retired Vice President, Research Div, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
  
“By assembling a collection of Drayton Hall’s voices, both Black and White, George McDaniel has given us a 
powerful glimpse of our past. Their stories illustrate the power of place in America’s history.”  
                                                   — John E. Fleming, Ph.D., Past Chair, American Association for State and Local History 

 
 
“A landmark publication…reminds us that descendants’ and other stakeholders’ experiences are deeply 
embedded in historic places.”  
                                      — Carol B. Cadou, Executive Director, The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America  

  
 
“Filled with revealing insights…pertinent to understanding the full story of historic places.”  — Spencer Crew, 
Ph.D, Former Interim Director, National Museum of African American History & Culture, The Smithsonian Institution   
 
 
“Credit George McDaniel for being a part of the healing process of a nation divided.”   
                                                                                                     —Charles W. Waring III, Editor, The Charleston Mercury 

 
 
“Through sometimes poignant, always enlightening stories…McDaniel gives the reader much to consider. 
Why are historic sites important? Can plantation sites be used to bridge racial divides? How do you teach 
issues like slavery to elementary school children? “    — History News, Kenneth C. Turino, Manager of Community         
                                                                                      Partnerships and Resource Development  at  Historic New England 

 
 
“That’s what this book is about…the striving towards a more perfect union.”  
                                                                                                                                               — Adam Parker, The Post & Courier 

 


